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Flooding and water quality
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Water-smart parks and playgrounds can help absorb
rainfall before it makes its way downstream,
deteriorating water quality and contributing to
flooding. Opportunities for parks to be a part of a
mitigation strategy were mapped by including these
five indicators:

1. FEMA Flood Zones (30%): These official flood zones provide park

and open space opportunities.

2. Stream and wetland buffers (20%): These locations are important to

preserve for water quality.

3. Road and highway runoff (10%): Buffers around roads can improve

water quality by absorbing polluted stormwater runoff.

4. Erosion potential (10%): An increase in sediment input can cause

water quality problems in streams and rivers. A park or natural area can

help retain sediment in areas with high erosion potential.

5. Priority watersheds (30%): Priority is given to watersheds with poor

water quality.


