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Delivering multi-benefit green infrastructure can help address longstanding inequalities

of opportunity and risk in low-income areas. For example, carbon mitigation in cities

requires reducing energy use, such as lessening reliance on motorized transportation and

lowering home energy use required for cooling. The economic co-benefits of facilitating

these changes will have particularly meaningful benefits in low-income neighborhoods

where energy costs have a disproportionate impact on household budgets.

Further, the inequitable distribution of green infrastructure amenities within cities also

exacerbates the climate vulnerability of low-income populations to threats such as

extreme heat and flooding. For example, the strong correlation between urban tree cover

and income level within cities means that low-income neighborhoods where residents are

less likely to have air conditioning and more likely to face heat-related health risks also

have the most intense urban heat islands.
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Focusing on People with the Greatest Need
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